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to be small and spindling. It needs
cold winters to produce large leaf-
stalks.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The subsoil
shoyld be loosened up to considerable
depths to give the roots a chance
thoroughly to penetrate the subsoil to
obtain the necessary water supply.

Rhubarb can be grown from seed,
but this practice requires considerable
judgment in making selections, as the
seedlings will  vary  considerably  in
color and size of - roots and leafstalks.
The plants produce seed as a result
of cross-pollination and any seed pro-
duced by this method will not resem-
ble exactly the parent plants. For the
gardeners this is a, satisfactory, though
slower,  method  of  obtaining  good
roots. He may be able to make a
selection which suits him much better
than if he takes an established variety.
The commercial grower makes his
plantings by dividing up the roots
from an old field. The divisions are
made so that each one will have a
single bud on the crown, and a root
This is done in the early spring before
growth takes place. The roots are di-
vided by breaking rather  than  by
cutting the crowns to pieces. Gutting
is liable to spread any fungous rots
that may be present in the crowns.
The root divisions  are  set  in   the
ground so that the bud is just below
the surface of the soil. They should
be placed three feet apart each way.
In commercial plantings, the practice
is to apply several forks  of good,
composted manure over the plants in
the fall and this is left all winter. In
the spring if there is any appreciable
amount left, it is scraped off and left
between the plants. Where manure is
available, 20 tons to the acre are ap-
plied the first year and plowed under

before the roots are set in the field.
The second year the manure is spread
broadcast between the plants. Com-
mercial fertilizer may be broadcast
and plowed under or broadcast be-
tween the plants and mixed with the
soil when the plants are cultivated.

Three or four good plants in the
garden are usually enough for  the
average family. One plant should be
dug up each year to divide for new
plantings, while the others are used
for sauce and pies. Rhubarb plants
will remain in the same location for
four or five years, but grass may get
so bad that it will crowd them. Rhu-
barb must have clean culture to grow
well. If a little lime and fertilizer or
manure can be applied around the
plants   and   the   ground   forked   or
spaded over around them, they can
be left for four or five years, although
they are better if they are divided
every third year. Early in the spring
before growth starts, a box open at
both ends and 15 to 20 inches high
should be placed around the plants.
An opening a foot in diameter is suffi-
cient. This will cause the leafstalks to
grow much more rapidly, because of
the protection from cold winds, and
cause them to grow taller. Anything
that can be set around the crowns
will serve the purpose. It may make
a difference of a week or more in
earliness of maturity.

Rhubarb can be forced in the base-
ment in the winter time. The pro-
cedure is to dig up roots two or more
years old in the fall when the ground
is loose. They are then thrown on a
pile without protection to be frozen
at the first hard frost. They are then
packed in sand in boxes or benches,
deep enough to accommodate the
length of the roots. They are placed